
As we end the second week of our national lockdown Dean 
Trust Rose Bridge continues to operate as a ‘virtual’ school 
for the majority of our pupils. We have so far distributed over 
250 devices to our families; if you still require additional 
support with devices or the internet please contact us as a 
matter of urgency at office@deantrustrosebridge.co.uk. 

We will shortly begin our second wave of allocations to 
families who are sharing one device between more than one 
child so please bear with us, as you can imagine this is not 
a quick task! Thank you to Miss Sharples for coordinating 
the Chromebook rollout.

Do we have your correct details? It is very important, especially in the current situation that the school has 

your correct details such as phone numbers, email addresses and postal address. Please contact school 

with any updates. 

01942 510712
office@deantrustrosebridge.co.uk

Are your details correct? 

We are now a cashless school download our App!!

https://login.schoolgateway.com/0/auth/login

DFE Device Update:
Since the end of the Christmas Holidays school staff have been working hard to distribute 

over 250 devices to our pupils  working from home . In enabling our pupils to work from home 

on school devices, we are ensuring more of our pupils can access their pre-recorded lessons 

as well as live sessions.

mailto:office@deantrustrosebridge.co.uk
mailto:office@deantrustrosebridge.co.uk
https://login.schoolgateway.com/0/auth/login


Mass Testing

Please be aware as per the instructions from the Government we now have a mass testing 

centre on site where all keyworker/vulnerable pupils are tested to ensure that our site 

continues to be Covid secure. These tests are available only to the pupils who are signed up 

to still come to school – when school reopens fully we will await further advice as to how 

these mass tests would be rolled out to the wider school community. 

Free School Meals

We are in the process of moving to a voucher scheme again to provide Free School Meals to 

our pupils who are eligible. Again, we ask for your support in being patient whilst this national 

scheme is rolled out. For next week we ask that parents continue to order a ’grab bag’ as you 

have already been doing that can be picked up from outside reception each day. 

Important Updates

Year 11 Assessment: 

As the country awaits the decisions of the Government and Ofqual on what the process 

of awarding GCSE grades will look like, I urge both pupils and parents to remain calm 

through these uncertain times. We will keep parents informed regarding any national 

notices that are made to ensure that clarity about the process. 

What we would like to stress to all pupils and parents is that pupils are still expected to 

continue with the course content for all subjects on Google Classroom. This will enable 

pupils to fully prepare themselves for their future courses or chosen employment. The 

acquiring of this further subject content and the engagement of pupils through this current 

lock down may also contribute the awarding of the GCSE grades in the summer as we 

await further clarity from the Government and Ofqual.  

Year 9 options:

As we move towards Easter, it is now the time for pupils in year 9 to start to think about what 

journey they want to undertake for the remainder of their time at Dean trust Rose Bridge. The 

options process for year 9 is starting to be rolled out over the next couple of weeks and this 

will entail pupils choosing four additional subjects to English, Maths and Science for them to 

study at Key Stage 4. 

This decision can at times be a hard one as pupils are not always sure about what subjects 

are available to them or what career pathway they want to take. This is the time for pupils to 

start researching possible career pathways and what subjects are needed. We will assist 

pupils and parents to make informed choices by providing a detailed options booklet and 

videos which outline what each subject entail. This information will be rolled out towards the 

end of this half term. 



We are mindful that in these strange times, routine is essential. Therefore we are continuing to offer 

our tutor time curriculum every morning so that all pupils feel supported in these challenging times. The 

activities below are the activities that would normally occur on a weekly basis and can be accessed 

through the year group classrooms on Google Classroom.

PDC Timetable:

Monday: Literacy @ Home. Engaging reading and response tasks.

Tuesday: Numeracy Ninjas. Can you become a ninja before 9am? (Year 9) Specific Science. 

Hone your Science Skills from home.

Wednesday: PDC. Looking after your wellbeing – staying healthy during lockdown.

Thursday: PDC. Looking after your wellbeing – staying healthy during lockdown.

Friday: Year group assembly. Tune in to your HOY as they talk you through the updates from your 

year group and award Google Classroom engagement prizes!

Our assembly session is as follows: 

15th Jan – Year Group Stars of the Week

22nd Jan – Looking after our own wellbeing

29th Jan – Finding motivation

5th Feb – Keeping resilience

12th Feb – Responding to change

We have been thrilled with the response by pupils  so far. Here is Brandon Sherwin in Year 7 

engaging in his form time reading!

On our website, under the home learning section, we also have lots of valuable information, contact 

numbers and websites. The Barnardo’s website in particular has created a section specifically 

designed to support parents of teenagers and secondary school pupils with guidance and answers to 

frequently asked questions, so please take a look at our website to find out more.

A really valuable, user friendly guide to help and support your child during lockdown 3 including lots of 

FAQ –

https://www.barnardos.org.uk/blog/supporting-teenagers-during-lockdown?fbclid=IwAR2qoJ-

1P7wfMPKxWkVCGIcPb0HIOA4XPlNPsOl_8tODj3w4y_goDIhVuEQ

Personal Development and Well Being

. 

https://www.barnardos.org.uk/blog/supporting-teenagers-during-lockdown?fbclid=IwAR2qoJ-1P7wfMPKxWkVCGIcPb0HIOA4XPlNPsOl_8tODj3w4y_goDIhVuEQ


Date: Live Q&A Session Time Slot Subject Support Session Time Slot

Monday 18h Jan Year 11 Science 10am Year 11 Science 1pm 

Year 10 Science 11am 

Tuesday 19th Jan Year 11 Spanish 10am Year 11 History 2pm J

Year 10 Spanish 11am 

Year 11 History 11am 

Year 10 History 1pm 

Year 11 RE 12pm 

Year 10 Citizenship 2pm 

Weds 20th Jan KS4 PE 10am 

KS4 PA 12.30pm

English 11 1pm

English 10 2pm

Thursday 21st KS4 Art and Tech 1pm Year 11 Maths 11am

Year 11 Maths 9am 

Year 10 Maths 9.30am 

Year 9 Maths 1pm 

Year 8 Maths 2pm

Year 7 Maths 2pm 

Friday 22nd Year 11 Geography 10am Year 11 Science 1pm 

Year 10 Geography 1pm Year 11 Geog 11am 

Year 7 Science 10am 

Year 8 Science 10.30am 

Year 9 Science 11am 

English Year 7 10.30am

English Year 8 11am 

English Year 9 11.30am 

Pupils at home are still  expected to log on to Google Classroom  each day and complete the lessons 

assigned to them by their teachers. If they are struggling to submit work or need any help or guidance 

they can access weekly live sessions as per the timetable below. Please note these may be subject to 

change if circumstances change in these difficult and uncertain times. 

https://www.wired.co.uk/article/xbox-playstation-online-learning-classroom-teams-zoom
https://www.techradar.com/uk/how-to/how-to-access-home-learning-on-ps4-and-xbox-one
Live Sessions:

To support students with their Remote Learning there will be a large number of live sessions starting 

from Monday 18th January for pupils to access through their Google Classrooms. The links to these 

sessions will be announced in pupils individual classrooms on their steam. Any issues please contact 

your child’s Head of Year so we can support you in joining these sessions. There will be strict protocols. 

We expect pupils to:

➢ Turn off their microphones when in a live lesson.

➢ Turn off their cameras when in a live lesson.

➢ Use the chat function to ask relevant and appropriate learning questions.

➢ Agree to follow all typical school rules on appropriate behaviour.

➢ Understand that any poor behaviour may mean that they are removed from live sessions

➢ Not share google meet codes with anyone else.

➢ Be suitable dressed for live sessions.

➢ Complete all work set to the best of their ability.

➢ Use their first name and surname when joining a teacher’s online classroom

More Live Sessions Starting 18th January 2021

https://clicktime.symantec.com/3Ab3SvYJsAVDhwusaC7GDjm6H2?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wired.co.uk%2Farticle%2Fxbox-playstation-online-learning-classroom-teams-zoom
https://clicktime.symantec.com/3NxGNU5ZJBTypYL6iVpQwXw6H2?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.techradar.com%2Fuk%2Fhow-to%2Fhow-to-access-home-learning-on-ps4-and-xbox-one


Literacy

Book of the week and Reading Plus

So, here we are in lockdown again! Although libraries are shut, there are a number of websites 

providing online reading materials which can be accessed from home, which I have included below. I 

hope you will find these useful. Regular reading is so important if pupils are to continue to develop as 

readers.

https://www.gutenberg.org/

http://www.authorama.com/

https://researchify.co.uk/audiobooks.html

https://newsforkids.net/

https://www.theguardian.com/newswise/2019/jan/18/child-friendly-news

https://www.wigan.gov.uk/Resident/Libraries/eMagazines.aspx

One book to recommend this week. One that my daughter loved when she was in High school is ‘Girl 

Missing’ by Sophie Mckenzie. It’s a fast-paced thriller about a girl who is adopted and gets into 

terrible danger when she tries to find out about her mysterious past. In response to the latest 

lockdown, we have registered as many KS3 pupils as possible on the Reading Plus online reading 

programme. 

Regular reading is vital, as we found during the first lockdown that many of our pupils’ reading ages 

actually went backwards and we had to put interventions in place to make up the lost ground. We 

appreciate that it is difficult, in the present circumstances to gain access to new books, so we hope 

that, through reading Plus, as many of our young people as possible will be able to continue to read 

regularly, as they would be doing in school.

On Reading Plus, pupils will complete an initial assessment, which ensures that they will be 

presented with reading material that is appropriate to their ability and will challenge them to develop 

their skills in word recognition and comprehension further.

If your child/teenager receives an email invitation to join the Reading Plus classroom in Google 

Classrooms, they will find full details of how to access the programme once they join. There are about 

20 places left, so please contact school if you would like your child to be allocated one of them and I 

will do my best to include them. Pupils who were already using Reading Plus before lockdown can 

continue to log in and use it as normal.

Word of the Week: 

Catastrophe noun

A sudden and widespread disaster.

Challenge 1:  Can you think of any synonyms 

for the word ‘catastrophe’?  

Challenge 2: Write a short story about a 

catastrophe

https://www.gutenberg.org/
http://www.authorama.com/
https://researchify.co.uk/audiobooks.html
https://newsforkids.net/
https://www.theguardian.com/newswise/2019/jan/18/child-friendly-news
https://www.wigan.gov.uk/Resident/Libraries/eMagazines.aspx


Year 11 Parents Evening

Year 11 Parents Evening is now occurring on Thursday 11th February. This Virtual event will take place 

from 3pm to 7 pm and it’s important that parents of year 11 pupils make appointments as soon as possible 

as it will contain vital information on how we can support your child moving forwards. Information 

regarding passwords and login details have been sent separately- if you have not received this 

information- please email Office@deantrustrosebridge.co.uk and with FOA Miss K Johnson or Mr Volante 

in the email subject heading. 

Parents’ Guide for Booking Appointments

Browse to https://deantrustrosebridge.schoolcloud.co.uk

https://deantrustrosebridge.schoolcloud.co.uk/


Wigan Council 



Useful contacts and online resources

Revision Skills- Revision Hacks.

https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/revision-skills-revision-hacks/

Pomodoro Technique:

https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/revision-skills-pomodoro/

Worksheet:

Traffic Light Technique:

https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/revision-skills-traffic-light-technique/

Revision Timetable:

https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/revision-skills-revision-timetable-handout/

Choices- HE What and Why? 

https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/choices-he-what-and-why/

Choices- Post-16 options

https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/choices-post-16-options/

Student Life – HE options

https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/student-life-he-options/

Student Life – Support at university

https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/student-life-support-at-uni/

Worksheet:

https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/choices-post-16-options-true-or-false/

Student Life – Path Finder

https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/student-life-path-finder/

TOPIC: INTERVIEW SKILLS

Interview Skills – How to get through your interview 

https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/interview-skills-your-interview/

Interview Skills – First Impressions 

https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/interview-skills-first-impressions/

WORKSHEETS:

Interview Skills – Who got the job?

https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/interview-skills-who-got-the-job/

Interview Skills – What makes you stand out?

https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/interview-skills-stand-out/

TOPIC: BUDGETING SKILLS

Budgeting Skills – Prudent Student Game 

https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/budgeting-skills-prudent-student/

Budgeting Skills – Mythbusting

https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/budgeting-skills-mythbusting/

Budgeting Skills – What students spend their money on

https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/budgeting-skills-spending/

WORKSHEETS:

Budgeting Skills – Budgeting activity Instagram

https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/budgeting-skills-instagram/

https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/revision-skills-revision-hacks/
https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/revision-skills-pomodoro/
https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/revision-skills-traffic-light-technique/
https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/revision-skills-revision-timetable-handout/
https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/choices-he-what-and-why/
https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/choices-post-16-options/
https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/student-life-he-options/
https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/student-life-support-at-uni/
https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/choices-post-16-options-true-or-false/
https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/student-life-path-finder/
https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/interview-skills-your-interview/
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https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/budgeting-skills-prudent-student/
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https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/budgeting-skills-spending/
https://gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/budgeting-skills-instagram/


Useful contacts and online resources

Websites and information to support young peoples and families during the  Covid-19 

pandemic 

Children’s society 

Description – information and support on different aspects of mental health and wellbeing 

Website - www.childrenssociety.org.uk/coronavirus-information-and-support

Kooth

Description - Online support for young people up to the age of 19 including chat rooms and advice.

Website – www.kooth.com

MindEd

Description – Support for a range of mental health and wellbeing 

Website - www.minded.org.uk

Rise Above 

Description - videos with tips on gaining confidence, dealing with anxiety and coping strategies from 

other young people.

Website - https://riseabove.org.uk/topic/my-mind/

BACP guidance around managing anxiety 

Description – How to manage anxiety

Website - https://www.bacp.co.uk/news/news-from-bacp/2020/28-february-coronavirus-anxiety-how-to-

cope-if-you-re-feeling-anxious-about-the-outbreak/

The Child Bereavement Network

Description – support for young people who have or are being affected by a death of a person close to 

them

Website - http://www.childhoodbereavementnetwork.org.uk/covid-19.aspx

National Autistic Society 

Description - guidance and helpline for parents’, young people and staff.

Website - www.autism.org.uk/services/nas-schools/vanguard/news/2020/march/coronavirus-(covid-19)-

advice.aspx

Young Minds  

Description - Talking to your child about Coronavirus and 10 tips from their Parents Helpline to support 

family wellbeing

Website – www.youngminds.org.uk/blog/talking-to-your-child-about-coronavirus/

Covibook

Description - an interactive resource designed to support and reassure children aged 7 and under, 

designed to help children explain and draw the emotions that they might be experiencing during the 

pandemic.

Website - https://www.mindheart.co/descargables

Amaze 

Description - information pack for parents about Covid-19

Website – www.amazesussex.org.uk/faqs-about-the-coronavirus-for-parent-carers-of-children-with-

send-brighton-hove/

Public Health England have produced an easy read version of their Advice on the coronavirus for 

places of education. You can download it here: 

https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2020-

03/V4%20Coronavirus%20advice%20for%20schools%20poster%20020302%20EDU15.0.4%20%282

%29.pdf

http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/coronavirus-information-and-support
http://www.kooth.com/
http://www.minded.org.uk/
https://riseabove.org.uk/topic/my-mind/
https://www.bacp.co.uk/news/news-from-bacp/2020/28-february-coronavirus-anxiety-how-to-cope-if-you-re-feeling-anxious-about-the-outbreak/
http://www.childhoodbereavementnetwork.org.uk/covid-19.aspx
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https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mindheart.co%2Fdescargables&data=02%7C01%7CAAllard%40ncb.org.uk%7C7d078078e21d4611dba808d7cb45bcbd%7Cadc87355e29c4519954f95e35c776178%7C0%7C0%7C637201372684940084&sdata=H2glY%2Bfie1Tk3b6lnXcKEmKtZs%2Bf%2BCSQIydH2LaaCgI%3D&reserved=0
http://www.amazesussex.org.uk/faqs-about-the-coronavirus-for-parent-carers-of-children-with-send-brighton-hove/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feasy-read-online.us15.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D6d563f7f763a0cf7e70c9cfe1%26id%3D0c04c35bc0%26e%3D1a4a54ea5e&data=02%7C01%7CAAllard%40ncb.org.uk%7Caf891cc0fed7420ba55608d7ca566849%7Cadc87355e29c4519954f95e35c776178%7C0%7C0%7C637200344772988297&sdata=9mh8m8DKfQVNX9GPfAMXq57s5ykCLVm7PE6%2BPiCAKUc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feasy-read-online.us15.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D6d563f7f763a0cf7e70c9cfe1%26id%3D6efa277046%26e%3D1a4a54ea5e&data=02%7C01%7CAAllard%40ncb.org.uk%7Caf891cc0fed7420ba55608d7ca566849%7Cadc87355e29c4519954f95e35c776178%7C0%7C0%7C637200344772978298&sdata=blVpFcNZEHqif7ytPfFwrpGNY2Mmmw4leeRFvWPiT4o%3D&reserved=0
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2020-03/V4%20Coronavirus%20advice%20for%20schools%20poster%20020302%20EDU15.0.4%20%282%29.pdf



