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English Language Paper 1 Revision Guide  
for Class X1, Y1, Y2 and Y3 

 
1 hour 45 minutes  
Reading Section – spend 1 hour on this section 
1 Source  
Track and trace with a ruler  
No annotations until the end 
Split the text into beginning, middle and end 
 
 
Question 1 (4 marks)  
Read again the first part of the Source from lines X to X. 
List four things about Golden Phrase from this part of the Source. 
You must identify explicit Golden Phrase information ONLY!  

Every answer must start with the Golden Phrase to ensure that you are 

answering the question.  
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Question 2 (8 marks)  

Look in detail at this extract from lines X to X 

How does the writer use language here to describe the Golden Phrase? 

• PEEZAR 

• Box off the lines 

• Find the golden phrase (P) 

• Highlight the golden phrase information (quotes) 

• Find the methods, meaning (EE) and effect (ZAR) 

• May, could, might, maybe, possibly me 

 

Make sure that your inferences (zoom/alternative) are clear and well 

explained!  

Perceptive comments that are explained well = higher grades. 
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Question 3 (8 marks) 

You need to focus on the whole of the source 

The question will tell you what part of the text the extract has been taken from 

i.e. the beginning, middle or end.  

Change the word ‘structured’ to ‘sequenced’ 

Remember that you may not be the target audience for the text – so keep an 

open mind when the questions says, ‘to interest you as the reader?’ 

Read the bullet points and consider ‘HOW’ the text has been sequenced and 

‘WHY’ it has been sequenced in this way 

Remember the structures writers use: 

 
When analysing a texts structure remember the following:  

• Beginning: what is being WITHHELD from you-questions? 
• Middle: what is being DRIP FED to you-questions? 
• End: what is REVEALED to you? 

Think about the methods used by the writer: 
• Zooms in/out 
• Shifts focus to another character/place/time 
• Widens  
• Focuses on  
• Takes the reader back/forwards in time 
• Increases/slows the pace 
• Describes in detail  
• Follows a character  
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Think about the effect of the method: 
• Why is it interesting? 
• What questions does it make me ask? 
• If it makes you want to find out what happens next, why?  
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Question 4 (20 marks) 

This will always be based on the second half of the text. BOX IT OFF 

The question will always give you an opinion ask if you agree… 

Always agree! 

20 marks-allow 25 minutes 

There will always be TWO parts to the opinion-you MUST address both 

 

You will need explicit AND implicit information from the extract: 

• Highlight in anything which explicitly shows the judgements 

• In another colour, highlight in anything which implicitly shows the 

judgements  

• You need to identify and label the methods 

• Finally, consider the effect 

• Structure your paragraphs using the following sentence starters: 
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Question 5 (24 marks for content and organisation and 16 marks for SPaG) 
Developing an opinion and arguing your case  
Spend 45 minutes on this section 
15 minutes planning (or less if you do as we tell you!)- 30 minutes writing 
You are given a CHOICE between DESCRIPTIVE WRITING or NARRATIVE 
WRITING - Go with your strength!  
 
You may be given an image to describe. Remember to think about the 
ripples, perspective, the 5 senses, time of day and tense – Annotate the 
image! 
 

 
 

Plan the language you are going to use to describe the image: 

• Ambitious adjectives, verbs and adverbs 

• Simile 

• Metaphor 

• Personification  

• Onomatopoeia 

• Triple 

• List 

• Repetition 

• Alliteration 

• Sibilance  
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Please consider how you begin each sentence, don’t fall into the trap of 

starting each sentence with ‘The’ or ‘As’. Instead, start sentences with an 

adjective, verb or adverb.  

 

Use the planning sheet below: 

 
 


