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7th June 2019



Dear Parent/Carer,
[bookmark: _GoBack]For those of you in receipt of certain benefits, or where your family’s joint income is below a certain threshold, there is the opportunity to apply for your child to obtain Free School Meals (see criteria attached).
By completing and returning the attached form to us, we will send this off to the Local Authority who will check your eligibility and subsequently advise us if your child is eligible to receive a free school meal. 

As well as your child being able to receive a tasty and nutritious school meal each day for free, Dean Trust Rose Bridge will then also be able to claim for additional Pupil Premium funding which would be used to further support your child across the curriculum and school.
If you would like further information about this, please do not hesitate to contact me on the number below to discuss this matter further.  Alternatively, please ring the school office to arrange a meeting or phone call at a mutually convenient time.  Anything discussed will be treated in the strictest confidence.
If you, or your spouse, is a member of the Armed Forces, there is also the possibility to claim additional money to further support the development of your child. If this applies to you, please contact the school directly to discuss eligibility.
Yours faithfully,

Mr S Walsh
Assistant Headteacher









What are the qualifying benefits?
You will be entitled to apply for free school meals and/or pupil premium for your child if you or your partner receive one or more of the following benefits: 
· Universal Credit (see information on new eligibility criteria below)
· Income Support 
· Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance
· Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
· The guaranteed part of State Pension Credit 
· Support under part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
· Child Tax Credit (providing you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more than £16,190, as assessed by the Inland Revenue) 
· Working Tax Credit run-on (paid 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit)

New eligibility criteria - Universal Credit
From 1st April 2018, the Department for Education made amendments to the eligibility criteria for free school meals to reflect the roll out of Universal Credit full service.
From this date onwards your child will only be eligible for free schools meals under Universal Credit if you and your partner have net earned income of less than £7,400 per year (assessed from up to three of your most recent assessment periods).  The Universal Credit rollout is currently expected to be completed by March 2022.
However in the meantime, transitional protections will be implemented for those children who might otherwise lose free school meals following the update to the eligibility criteria.
The transitional protections will be awarded as follows:
Any child who is in receipt of free school meals BEFORE 1 April 2018, will continue to receive free school meals whilst Universal Credit is rolled out (until March 2022) regardless of any changes in you or your partners income
Any child who gains eligibility for free school meals AFTER 1 April 2018 will continue to receive free school meals whilst Universal Credit is rolled out (until March 2022) regardless of any changes in you or your partners income
Once Universal Credit is fully rolled out any existing children who no longer meet the eligibility criteria at that point will continue to receive free school meals until the end of their current phase of education, ie primary or secondary.
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Part2

Child(ren)'s details (lesse use block capitals

Forename Surname.

Date of Birth

PN (the school will complate this)

Forename Surname.

Date of Birth

PN (the school will complate this)

Forename Surname.

Date of Birth

UPN (the school will complate this)

Forename Surname.

Date of Birth

PN (the school will complate this)

Part 3 (to be completed by the school)

School Name

School DFE Number

Date of Submission

Staff Name

Staff Signature

Part 4 (to be completed by the school)

1 confirm that relevant Univarsal Crdis evidsnce has been ssen by school

Staff Name

Staff Signature

Please be aware that free school meals cannot be provided unless  member of school staf has seen avidence
of Universal Credit.
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Wigan”’
Application for Free School Meal Eligibility and Pupil Premium Council

“This form vl allws the Local Authority to chack and then subssquently advise your childs schaol i they are
sligible to receive  fres school mesl. This is 5o that the school can clim for the pupl premium funding.

Important: 1f you do not wish to claim 3 free school meal e will sl share the sigibiity status vith your
school to enable them to caim the pupil premium funding. This may be the case for children in Reception, Year
1 and Year 2 who are entitied to universsl fres school meals.

Universal Credits: 1f you are currently receiving Universal Cradits please take into school the letter of
confirmation in addition to complating the form below. Allparents in raceipt of Universal Cradits are entitled to
clsim fres school mesls fo their children in the interim. The DWP and DFE ntend on publishing 3 threshold of
income in the future and so your ntitlement to free school meals may changs once this is published.

Please complete the details below in full and return to your child’s school

Part1

Parent 1

Nations! Insurance Number

National Asylum Support Service Number

Surname (block capitals)

Foraname (block capitals)

Date of Bith (OD/MM/YYYY)

Parent 2 (i applicable)

Nations! Insurance Number

National Asylum Support Service Number

Surname (block capitals)

Foraname (block capitals)

Date of Bith (OD/MM/YYYY)

1 you are entited, do you vish to clam 3 free school mes for your child(ran)? Yes /o

How e will se your dta
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